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Historic Cottages of Glen Lake  
by Barbara Siepker and photographer Dietrich Floeter 
 

Nationally-recognized 
architectural 
photographer DIETRICH 
FLOETER and Leelanau 
Press publisher BARBARA 
SIEPKER capture the 
beauty and essence of 60 
summer cottages and the 
nostalgia enveloping them. 
In a recently released 
second edition of Historic 
Cottages of Glen Lake, six 
new cottages have been 
added, together with 
updated text. The book 
contains 350 black and 
white photographs of the 
cottages’ cozy interiors.  
 

Narratives from cottage owners 
introduce a previously 
undocumented era. They tell the 
stories of where they came from, 
how they got to Glen Lake, and 
where they first lived. They fell 
in love with Glen Lake and the 
Sleeping Bear Dunes, setting 
down deep roots and building 
these now-historic family 
retreats.  Historic Cottages of 
Glen Lake features resort era, 
how it overlapped the lumbering 
era, and tales of local 
craftsmen, architects and 
builders. 
 
First published in 2008, Historic Cottages of Glen Lake received these awards: 
2009 Michigan Notable Book 
2008 Historical Society of Michigan History Award  
2008 Foreword Magazine’s Book Award Finalist 
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In 1990, author BARBARA SIEPKER, her husband Frank, son Frank Jr. and 
daughter Brita moved to Glen Lake from Hinsdale, IL. Barbara purchased the 
Cottage Book Shop in 1995. Four years later, she moved Dr. Lawrence Day’s 
historic 1920s log cabin from Glen Lake to the town of Glen Arbor, a mile away, 
to house the bookstore. Dr. Day’s second log cabin is featured in this revised 
edition. 

 
 
The idea of developing a book grew 
out of local history nights and 
interviews of summer residents.  The 
challenge was finding a photographer 
willing to use a large format camera to 
capture the interiors of the cottages. 
In 2004, the  project received the 
Edmund and Virginia Ball grant from 
the Leelanau Historical Society to 
pursue photographing these private 
cottages.  
 
 
 

DIETRICH FLOETER was a commercial photographer for 30 years, specializing 
in architectural, industrial and aerial work. Today, he can be found with his 
black camera bag sailing the Great Lakes, building snow caves in Canada, 
roaming our local dunes, or reading a good novel. He also plays his harmonica 
in his darkroom. Dietrich’s father was a photographer and the family spoke 
German at home. Dietrich lives on Old Mission Peninsula with his wife and cat. 
DietrichFloeter.com 
 
Book Designer: Saxon Design - For even more information, visit the About page 
on our website. 
 
 
Book Details 
Second Edition published in 2016 (2008 edition sold out) 
Hardcover printed in duotone 
0-978-9742068-1-3 
$55.00 
For information on where to purchase this book, please click here. 
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